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The first-eve Kids’ Kayak race was held last weekend, with a group of kayakers that ranged in age from 8 to 12 years old. The
kids had a great time. Congratulations to all the kids who participated, and thanks and all the lakers who helped out.

COMMODORE'’S
COMMENTS

eautiful week and weekend at
Birch Lake. There was some-

thing for everyone, young and

old.

We kicked off the weekend with the
Women’s Golf outing and luncheon. The
number of foursomes was slightly dimin-
ished, not for lack of enthusiasm, but
because untimely of ailments and bro-
ken bones. Those who were able to make
it to Spruce Ridge were treated to a
great time. Not being a golfer myself, I
wanted to attend and chose to help out
with the refreshment cart. While Stacey
Whiteman expertly maneuvered the golf
cart, I hopped out to replenish the
thirsty participants with sodas and
water. A delicious lunch was served at
the Wounded Minnow in Dowagiac and
awards were given to the lucky winners.

I was pleased with the turnout for
the first, and hopefully annual, Kid’s
Kayak Race, with ten kids signing up for
the event. We had a few who were
unable to make it to the starting line,
but added an excited eight year-old, who
was happy to compete with the nine-

ten’s. The kids seemed to enjoy the races
and the ice cream treats that followed.
All went home with participation gifts,
and the winners of the races were
awarded gold medals at the family pic-
nic. A big “thank you” to Ray Scholes,
Tim Burchell, and John Ball, whose
boats helped to keep the racecourse and
the children sheltered. Jen Ball and
Jill Scholes helped me onshore with tim-
ing and serving ice cream. A huge
thank you to Amber Grundy, who kay-
aked alongside the kids serving as our
lifeguard. Thankfully, her service
wasn’t needed as all kayakers made it
safely to the finish line.

Winners and participants included:

Layla Petty - winner 11-12 girls
Connor Caplis -winner 11-12 boys
Abby Caplis - winner 9-10 girls

Matt Wodark - winner 9-10 boys
Bastion (grandson of Paige Como) -win-
ner- 8 and under

Ava Grove

Zoe Grove

Juliana Wodark

Great job! Thank you parents for
the taking the time to bring your kids
and kayaks to the event.

The Birch Lake Yacht Club Family
Picnic was held under clear skies and
temperate temperatures on Saturday
evening. The event was catered by Red
Flame Roots Catering Company, whose

2024

Birch Lake Calendar

JULY

July 25 - Card Night, 7 pm, BLYC, TBA
July 26 - Men’s Golf Outing, 8 am, Hampshire
July 27 - Don Harman Kidz Sunfish Regatta
(Tentative date), King's (north side), TBA

AUGUST
Aug 3 - Com & Sausage, 5:30-7 pm, BLYC
Aug 10 - Board Meeting, 9 am, BLYC
Aug 17 - Earl Troeger Jr. Memorial MC Interlake
Regatta, more info TBA

Aug 21 - Women'’s Style Show and Luncheon -
Woodfire Restaurant, TBA,
Aug 24 - Fall Dinner & Annual Meeting, TBA
Aug 29 - Card Night, 7 pm, BLYC, TBA
Aug 31, Sept. 1 - Sat/Sun, Labor Day Regatta,
backup Mon.

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 7 - Board Meeting,9 am, BLYC
Sept. 7 - Sailing Award Lunch, 1 pm, BLYC
Sept. 7 - Fall Frolic Free Concert, BLYC, TBA

OCTOBER

October 19 - Bad Patty Luecht Crockpot
Challenge (tentative date), TBA

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for publication. E-mail items to onlinebarker@gmail.com, mail them or put them in the stone mailbox at
63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). For editorial concerns contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).

For delivery concerns contact Ron Niezgodski, birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317. For all other matters contact Commodore

Sue Davis, at eyesnd76@gmail.com or 574-993-6031. DEADLINE is always Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.




— Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Lake Yacht Club
WATER QUALITY

selections seemed to be enjoyed by all
the attendees.

DdJ Michael Wells, from Bad
Entertainment, kept the music playing
for all to enjoy taking requests from both
the young and the old.

The only flaw in an otherwise per-
fect weekend was the lack of wind on
Sunday for our Birch Lake sailors.
Hopefully the weather and wind will
cooperate for our Don Harman Kidz
Sunfish Sailing Regatta this weekend,
and the Earl Troeger Junior Memorial
MC Interlake Regatta on August 17.

We are also hoping that Mother
Nature will cooperate again on the 26th
for the Men’s Golf outing. Fingers
crossed for all the sailors and the golfers
on the lake.

Remember, we have card night
again on the 25th of this month. All card
players are encouraged to attend.

Have a nice week and be safe.” May
the Memories remain and the view stay
the same,” on our golden Pond.

~Commodore Sue Davis
Slow down signs

Do you need a SLOW DOWN sign?
Contact Blair Garceau 476-9862. Signs
are courtesy of Birch Lake Home
Owners Association

The 2024 Kids’ Kayak races start at Lake Park (south side).

ﬂ.‘

Ladies style show and luncheon

Join us Wednesday, August 21 for
the Birch Lake Ladies Style Show and
Luncheon at the Woodfire Grill and
Trattoria in Dowagiac. Six lovely Birch
Lake ladies will model fashions from the
Marshall Shoppe.

The luncheon begins at 11 am, and
includes a choice of one of three entrees,
side salad, dessert, soft drink, tax and
tip. The cost is $32 and must be pur-
chased before the event.

This always sells out so purchase
tickets early! Tickets can be purchased
by calling Ronni Eshleman 317-418-
9557 or Denny Weesner 269-476-2569,
Di Wozny 574-315-4915 and Claudia
Phipps 574-596-2154. We will also be
selling tickets at the Family Picnic on
July 20.

Save the date for free concert
Some past commodores from Birch
Lake would like to present the first “Fall
Frolic” on September 7, with the DAWG
Band featuring Duane Gundy on man-
dolin and guitar, Jim Shenk on pedal
steel guitar and Randy Horst on upright
bass. Their repertoire includes acoustic
rockin’ folk music and Americana old
and new. Stay tuned for further details.

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com
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We’ve still

to go!

"'\iot a way

To donate for WATER QUALITY or any
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of
this week’s Barker or visit the website above

BLYCland| medial
The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have
a Facebook page, nor is it participating in any
form of social media. If you see Birch Lake
Yacht Club information on social media, the
information has not been provided, checked or
approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or
misleading. If you have questions, please check
http:/lwww.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.
htm, or contact any BLYC director or officer.

Introducing

The Birch Lake Burgee

FOR SALE NOW

This beautiful, red-white-and-blue BLYC Burgee is just $20
All proceeds go to Water Quality. To purchase, contact
Commodore Sue at eyesnd76@gmail.com or 574-993-6031
or Phil Vitale @ onlinebarker@gmail.com

YOGAYat{thedYACHTICLUB]

Join Claudia Phipps most
Thursdays at 9 am at the yacht club
for Yoga ... (No yoga July 25)

9 am start, classes are 75 minutes

@ 55 fee goes to water quality
BRING WITH YOU:

@ Yoga mat

@ Two beach towels or blankets

for Yoga Nidra Shavasana (the

YC is cold with a cold floor, body

temp will drop)

@ A pillow or two for under the

knees and head

@ An eye pillow or scarf to block

out the light



Birch Lake Notes

Corn & Sausage next weekend

It’s almost here! Only a week to go
until that fun family event arrives
again! Bring your appetites, families and
neighbors to the annual Corn & Sausage
Roast, next Saturday, August 3. From
5:30 to 7:30 pm at the Yacht Club we'll
be serving delicious meals certain to get
you smiling: your grilled meat choice,

The Moon this Saturday

at midnight. llluminated Fraction:
lluminated Fraction: 0.475
0.2 days after last quarter

Sun and Moon this Week
Sunrise: 06:30:45 am
Sunset: 21:06:18 pm
Moonrise: 00:07:26 am

Moonset: 13:58:30 pm
Hours of Daylight:

14 Hr 35 Min 32 Sec

roasted corn, a selection of side dishes,
cookies and lemonade or iced tea. Get
ready for a bratwurst ($8), hot dog ($5)
or chicken breast ($9) meal (we’ll only
have a limited supply of chicken breasts
so come early to try to get what we
have!). Pay at the door — no reservations
required! Come hungry, visit with your
neighbors and leave happy and satisfied!
Hope to see you there!

ONE MORE THING: We are look-
ing for some folks to take over the Corn
and Sausage Roast next year. If you are
someone who wants to step into leading
a successful and fun event enjoyed each
year, the Corn and Sausage Roast may
be just the ticket.

Call Blair Garceau (574-261-9817)
so you can get a full picture of how orga-
nized this event is! Thanks!

Homeowners Annual Meeting

The Birch Lake annual
Homeowners meeting will be held on
Saturday, August 10th, directly follow-
ing the BLYC board meeting, that starts
at 9 am. We are pleased to announce
that we will have a speaker from the
Soil Erosion & Sediment Control from
Cass County to discuss how we as home-
owners can further protect our lake by
preventing unwanted “stuff’ into our
lake. It should be very informative and
helpful. Please join us to hear about all
these things and a special section on
rain gardens. I want to know more
about that!

Birch Lake Yacht Club

EIREWORKS EUND

Our/goalifor;2024is’
$17,500
Contributelnow,withlalclickat:]

So close ...but no

Updated cigar ... we still need

July 23, 2024 $59 to cover this

year’s costs ... then

we can start on next

To donate for year’s fireworks fund
FIREWORKS

or any BLYC activity
or event, use
the form in the

back of this week’s
Barker or visit
the website
shown above.

SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY
PLEASE STAY

AT BIRCH LAKE ...
OFF THE COURSE!

)

Xt

to the

Cocktails: 530 to 6 pm
Score with a Bullseye Market Tailgate

Enjoy ribs and chicken huddled up with delicious sides

$25 ticket for each football fan

DJ Michael Wells with Bad Entertainment LLC will make this tailgate a real winner!

Deadline for reservations: August 16

e@ﬁ TOUCH DOWN #ﬁ%
Blrch Lake Fall Dlnner

Football Tailgate
inside the Birch Lake Yacht Club

August 24

)

Wear your favorite football team shirt and kick off the football season at the BLYC!

Tickets available online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.com
\ Or make checks payable to the BLYC and mail to: [
Julie Dickey, 63276 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
Questions? Contact Julie at jdjuls@aol.com

>




— Birch Lake Family Picnic —

It was brought to our attention that
this was indeed the 4th Family Picnic!
What a great night! The weather was
perfect, the food from Red Flame Roots
Catering was amazing, and DJ Michael
from BAD Entertainment did not disap-
point!

Thank you to the 120 Birch Lakers
that attended the Family Picnic! We
loved celebrating the young kayakers
after the first Birch Lake Kayak race!
Congrats to you all!

As always, there are many “thank
yous” to hand out, and if we miss some-
one, please forgive us!

Thank you to Ron Niezgodski for
stapling our flyer to ALL the barkers!
Thank you to Amber and Camp
Tannadoonah for lending us the ever so
popular nine square! Thank you to the
Petty and Dickey families for all the
setup/clean up help! Our welcome table
was held down by the Bender family, the
Karceski family, and the Caplis family!
Thank you all for being the “face” of the
picnic! Denny Weesner was also present
at the welcome table, helping and selling
style show tickets, be sure to go to her
event! A huge thank you to Nate
Sandler and his mom Amanda for man-
aging the food table and making sure
everyone left with a full belly! We are
always grateful to our friendly neighbors
who allow us to park in their spaces.
Thank you to the Machallecks, the
Williams and Pat Welch for the parking
spaces. Lastly, thank you to Cam Butler
who stayed and helped vacuum. Of
course, no night is complete without Phil
and Sandy Vitale being the best bar-
tenders in Vandalia. Thank you Phil and
Sandy!

It was SO great to meet new
friends, and see so many kids at the
BLYC! We hope to see you next year!

~Sarah Petty & Julie Dickey

EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake

Th ix (6) aut ted ext | defibrillat
units :)Legirr.::l?ta(lkl.a?ﬂ?g‘ ;oiese )t(heartn:ont:liln :Iheasgrde- I N A N E M E RG E N c Y:

vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home, and the patient’s location immediately.
, oo8Ts Blrch Lakeview Bt 2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
« NOr ore, smitiey nome, .

14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046 ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
3. East Shore, Vitale home, PATIENT and open the device by

63174 Birch Rd. pressing the white lever at the bottom.
G Snore, Eberhart ome, 3. An automated voice will guide you

irch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home, thrqugh the setup and_ use of -the de-

63696 Birch Rd. fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home, they are given.

63255 Storey Hill St. 4. Continue to follow the instructions
All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property as given, and stay with the patient until

and accessible by vehicle or on foot. help arrives.

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake




— Birch Lake Ladies’ Golf —

Birch Lake annual
Ladies’ FUN Golf Outing

The Ladies of Birch Lake played
their annual 9 holes of fun golf at Dia-
mond Lake Spruce Ridge Golf Course
this past Friday. We were delighted to
have great weather and good friends to
golf with. We could hear lots of laughter
and cheers when a teammate made a
great shot. A big thank you goes out
to Staci Whiteman and Sue Davis for
driving the beverage cart. Staci and Sue
were ready to go with the cool beverages
and joyful attitudes that made the day so
much fun.

Lunch followed at the Wounded
Minnow in Dowagiac. We appreciated
that Katha Machalleck, Sue Williams,
and Denny Weesner served as our host-
esses and helped with the 50/50 (winner:
Vickie Rogers).

The following prizes were awarded
this year for great golf:
1st Place Team: Ronni Eshleman, Jack-
ie Frew, Traci Limes, Becky Wiseman,;
2nd Place Team: Barb Cassady, Diane
Robertson, Allyson Weaver-Gills, Lori
Noyer; 3rd Place Team: Vickie Rogers,
Amy Koscielski, Blair Garceau, Connie
Young; 4th Place Team: Sandy Vitale,
Carol McCoy, Debbie Soldato; Longest
Drive: Ronni Eshleman; Closest to the
Pin: Carol McCoy; Closest to the Tar-
get: Jackie Frew; Longest Putt: Allyson
Weaver—Gills.

This year we had a fun time with
renaming ourselves with golf names
using our birth month and day. The win-
ner of the best golf name went to Denny
Weesner (Big Bogey), with honors going
to Staci Whiteman as Big Out of Bounds

(check out the first letter of each name).
We had generous sponsors for this
year’s outing (as of this writing):
Patti & Rick Russwurm - Paramount
Properties, Inc., Sandy & Phil Vitale,
Dan & Sharon Waxman-South Bend,
Medical Foundation, Carmen and Deb-
bie Soldato, Barb & Tom Cassady

No wind last weekend ...

No wind last weekend . . . .

But no complaints. After all, we've
been blessed with great sailing wind
every other weekend so far this year!

Don Harman Kidz Regatta
this Saturday, July 27!

THK LAW, LLP

Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart

L

Parents, Grandparents, Relatives,
Friends:

Please bring lots of kids to Bob and
Leslie King’s on the north shore, this
Saturday, July 27, from 1:00 to 3:00!

Sailors:

Please bring your boats and arrive

by 12:30 rigged and ready. There will be
yellow buoyed picket lines for mooring.
It’s all about the kids! Please help
get the next generation out sailing on
beautiful Birch Lake.
Thank you!
~FC Steve

Estate Planning

Business Counsel
Elder Law
Litigation




Barge Services
Dock Removal/lnstall
Dock/Hoist Sales

61272 Daily Rd.
Cassopolis, Ml 49031
269-591-9848

primepropertycarellc@yahoo.com
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CALL
RONNI ESHLEMAN 317-418-9557
DENNY WEESNER 269-476-2569
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PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

alphagraphics

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

M@ME?
SUMMER

BOAT SHOW PRICING
STILL IN EFFECT!

p——————
APOLLOMARINE.net

We rent
Pontoon Boats!

We service all
area lakes!

SALES o

APCLLO
MARINE

$pmny
N

SERVICE o

South side
of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue
Lawton, Ml 49065

269-423-6011
1-888-966-BOAT

STORAGE



— Water Quality Report —
The effects of high Water__levels

igh water levels in lakes can
have many negative effects
including shoreline erosion,

flooding and property damage. During
high water levels, like we’ve been ex-
periencing for the past couple of weeks,
controlling man-made waves and wakes
is essential to the well-being of our
shorelines and shallow areas of the lake.

While we cannot control the waves
made by Mother Nature, it’s certainly
possible to limit some of the wave dam-
age caused by our boats.

Waves tend to stir up the lake bot-
tom. If significant, they free up and raise
into the water column one of its most un-
desirable possessions — phosphorus. That
newly suspended phosphorus enhances
turbidity (makes the water cloudier) and
increases the phosphorus loading in the
lake — which directly affects the growth
of all plants and other organisms in the
lake, especially algae. Stirring up the
lake bottom can also cause the destruc-
tion of native aquatic plants by break-
ing them off at, or pulling them out by,
their roots. High water lake levels only

Please refrain from mak-
ing large waves and/or
accelerating too fast if
your prop wash results

in the disturbance of the

lake bottom. This is espe-
cially true when we have
water levels like we’ve
experienced the past two
weeks.

enhance this process.

So, please refrain from making large
waves and/or accelerating too fast if your
prop wash results in the disturbance of
the lake bottom. This is especially true
when we have water levels like we've
experienced the past two weeks.

When operating your boat at wake
speed, constantly plot your course to
assure you stay the required minimum
distance from all shorelines and docks.
According to Michigan state law, 100’ is
the minimum. As we've noted in earlier
columns, it’s recommended that wake
boats maintain a minimum of 500’ and

e

the wake wave should always be in the
direction of the middle of the lake.

Most certainly, the lake water level
will decrease to normal levels this sum-
mer. But in the meantime, be mindful
of the effects that high-water levels can
have on our lake bottom and shorelines.

If all this information is too much,
just remember the old signs you'd see
at boat launches and marinas, “You are
responsible for your wake!”

JAYWALKER

BLYC Directory deadline

The cutoff for submitting information for the
Birch Lake Directory we’re going to publish this

year is July 27.

RESTAURANT

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville
for reservations or carry-out, call

(269) 483-2305

If you have new listings, changes, corrections or updates,
send them to Deb Spratt at debspratt@comcast.net or

to onlinebarker@gmail.com, and we’ll do our best to

get them included. Please use the format below to pro-
vide the information.

Cottage # (if known)

Last name(s), first name(s)
Lake address, Off-lake address
Phone number(s)

Email address(es)

Children(s) names

11920 McKinley St.
Jones, Michigan

[ ]
Effering onur GHests... :
®  Hair Jervices .
®  Facials & Hydrafacial MD §
®  Evyelash Lift & Tint .
®  Pedicures & MManicures .
®  Hair Extensions .
* Sugaring - Hair Removal o
®  IMassage S
®  Wedding Parties s
®

Gift Cards

28

(269) 244-5510

()7

Salon & Spa

www.satorisalonandspa.com

Email: satorisalonspaicf@mail.com

Organic Salon & Doy Spa

Fufora FHair prochucis & Satori Sdn Care FProdhicts




— Birch Lake Memories —

The history of Zimmy’s Tavern

arlier this summer, Pat

Williams (south side) gave

me a book about the area

more south of us, particularly
Baldwin, Prairie, and the lakes that
make up that region. After reading it I
concluded that most of the information
would be found more interesting to
residents of Baldwin, Long and Indian
Lakes, but not so much for our group
here at Birch. However, after reading
again about Zimmyville and in partic-
ular Zimmy’s Tavern, I thought Birch
Lakers might be interested in reading
about a business that most of us have
been to at least once in our years here
at Birch.

~Sue Davis

In the early 1940s, the land on the
north side of little Baldwin Lake was
owned by Fred and Lena Percy. Along
with a concrete-block home, they built
an adjoining tavern, which they named
Percy‘s Tavern. Shortly thereafter a
man named Harold “Zimmy” Zimmer-
man, a bachelor from South Bend,
moved to what he called “Bachelor’s
Haven” on Carter Lake. Harold consid-
ered buying the business from Percy
to open up his own enterprise. It is
documented that when he was consid-
ering buying the business, he asked a
friend who also thought of buying the
business. Zimmy said.” What will I use
(to buy it)? bottle caps?” His friend
replied, “That was what I was going
to use.” Harold beat him to it, and the
rest 1s history. Harold “Zimmy” Zim-
merman bought the tavern from Percy
in the early 1940s. He began building
the present tavern in the fall of 1945
and Zimmy’s Tavern officially opened
April 1946. Whether he used Bottle
caps or real money for the original
purchase is not known. Zimmy was
known for his strength and zest for life.
His friend said people would be leaning
against the bar with the whole room

quiet until Zimmy walked in and the
place would start to hop. It is told that
once a woman who lived at the trailer
park in the vicinity, thought her baby
drowned in Long Lake, and ran across
the road to Zimmy’s carrying the child.
Zimmy did some CPR and revived the
baby. However, he always said her
jostling the baby as she ran had a lot to
do with the child’s recovering.

Zimmy belonged to many clubs
and organizations, and was one of the
founding fathers of the Cass County
Conservation Club. He played the ac-
cordion and appeared in many concer-
tinas in the CCCC. He composed songs
such as “Zimmy’s polka”’and “Sweet-
hearts again.”

He was said to have placed a
wooden deer on US 12 as a joke, and
fooled a few hunters into taking shots
at the defenseless deer. Once when
going up north, he was stopped for
speeding, and said “You're not going
to give me a ticket officer, are you?”
The policeman said, “Why shouldn’t
1?” Zimmy replied, “Because I've got
enough already!”

In the early days, Zimmy’s Tavern
was known for its Friday night fish
fries, and for pot
lucks. Fishermen "IN
brought buckets - Jj
of smelt for the ﬂ X
big fish fry every
year.

Although I
don’t remember
it, when we lived
on Baldwin Lake
I was told that
my father used
to take me up
to Zimmy’s and
sit me on the
bar after he'd
come back from
working at Notre
Dame. [ was

Carry Outs ava|IabIe
69608 Sunset Blvd

(269) 641-5317

11 am to Midnight

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan
ZIMMY’S TAVERN

http: //www zimmystavern.com

Normally Open
7 days/wk

just a toddler. That same bar is still
standing in Zimmy’s front room. It’s no
wonder that I have a soft spot in my
heart for the old bar.

I remember bringing some of my
college and Birch Lake friends to Zim-
my’s to experience the place. There are
many stories that are told about that
evening, who knows how many of them
are true, but I do remember throwing
toilet paper out the women’s bathroom
for some reason. Weird right??

Zimmy lived to be 95. The business
area around Zimmy’s Tavern is called
Zimmyville, and Zimmy painted its
name on the barn siding on the south-
west corner of Sunset and US 12.

He joked that it was a contest to
see which one would last longer, him
or the barn. Always a jokester, in his
final days he said it appeared to be a
tie.

The bar changed hands a few
times but still remains a favorite in
this area. “Zimmy’s celebrated its 75th
anniversary a few years back, and
it will hopefully be around for many
more years.

If you haven’t been there, put it on
your “things to do” list .

\'
= McGann Hay

FUNERALS | CREMATIONS | GATHERINGS
SINCE 1842

A P o IR
Granger Chapel

« Large Rooms - Children’s Room
« Spacious Cafe/Lounge

uq,l

o/4-232-1411

* “The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, ast Side



Lakelee Marlow and family celebrate her fifth

— Barker Klds of the Week —

INFINITY

HOME SERVICES..c

Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening
Closing/winterizing
Maintenance
Repairs
Small projects
Short term vacation rental
Maintenance services

Infinity Home Services, LLC

269-259-1127

jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com

birthday at the home of her grandparents Dennis
and Claudia Phipps (north side).

Julie Ball Lacy (south side) and Debbie Gard Hall
(cove) have been friends for 58 years!

O’Donnell Docks i

Southwest Michigan's Premier Dock & Lift eadguarters
SPRING CHEARANCE SALE

We overbought and need to clear the lot.
25 percent off all in-stock anodized aluminum dock
sections. Retail price was $891/section; 25 percent off the

sale price now $668. We have over 50 used boat lifts in stock!

WE ALSO REPAIR MOST MAJOR LIFT BRANDS

New boet [ifts in stock up to 8000 lbs.
allong with jet sld [ifts
S ealac and seryice of all
LA SIS S  major docks, boatlifts and
over 30 years! water front accessories.
For an online quote, go to (8] S (w]
www odonnellsdocks com g
12007 M-60 Jones, M
269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com

Autorized Dealer For:

i [0S

“




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Reese and Ellie Hoban, granddaughters of
Dave and Terry Carroll (west side) spent last
week at Camp KSA, Kennedy Space Center,
Cape Canaveral, Florida. Camp activities
included Astronaut Training Experience,
Mars habitation operations and many hands
on STEM challenges. In addition, we were
privileged to watch Space X launch Falcon

9 and witnessed a 375 pound turtle named
“Bubba” being released back into the ocean
| after three months of healing at the Brevard
Animal Wellness Zoo. We all had a wonderful
experience.

Kids of the Week
Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week?
Mail (or drop off) your photo (with a SASE if you
want it back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd.,

Vandalia, Ml 49095 ... you can always email me
at sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@
gmail.com.

-iSetl-
Turning 65? | Can Help!
v'"Medicare Advantage

Thomas J.

v'Medicare Supplement Mosier
v'Prescription Drug Plans
v’Multiple Insurance Companies Waterwell

Medicare)/Health)//SmallGroup)/Life)/Supplemental
TO DO LIST!

W Call Ashly 3 months
before turning 65 to
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts
A&B

B Avoid Penalties! If
over 65, ask employer
for proof of insurance.
B Watch for your new

.- Repair & Service
Medicare card to arrive
in the mail. Ashly Connaughton Most Water Pumps

Drilling |

5” Water Wells

. . Licensed Insurance Agent
!
Keep This List!  (269) 312-1410 “Promise of Quality

awelch@HealthMarkets.com
Let's Talk! Over-the-phone t -
appointments welcome! heal M-60 E

No cost! Mo FE@’ES Cassopolis

No obligation! 803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514
= Office: 269-445-3246
|:| @M I}D jﬂ—'DQ Cell: 269-580-3246

New/to]Medicare?]Free!Consultation! Fax: 269-445-0008




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Gianna Saladino (left), visiting her Aunt Donna and
Uncle Chris Stevens (south side) from Sarasota
Florida with her grandparents, Joe and Becky
Saladino. It’s her first time swimming in a lake (no
sharks, no gators in Birch, lol). Also her first time
tubing. Best of all, she met a new friend, Eleanor
who is staying at the Hogoboom cottage. (Max the
dog is also pictured with the girls.)

5

Bug of the week ... thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north
side) for the pic of the dragonfly shedding it’s skin
... kinda creepy but nice photo

A Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs

tax accounting & payroll services since 1955

2525 Lake Pine Dr, Suite A - 5t Joseph, MI 49085

An accounting practice serving
southwestern Michigan for over
60 years specializing in
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,
financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off
the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for
you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’'ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs

2525 Lake Pine Dr., Suite A
Saint Joseph, Ml 49085

269-926-2191

TOP B0G

LAWN CARE =

Formerly Prime Property Care

MOWING
HEDGES
EDGING

GUTTER CLEANING
SPRING, SUMMER
& FALL CLEANUP

ROCK/MULCH
INSTALLATION

BRET TIETSORT

269-580-2738




Perfect summer fruit salad Card Games

This fruit salad is perfect for EFI1 QU ETZBE I BGE
a backyard bbq or any occasion.
There are never leftovers! This MAWHLST LIP3 FRSEL
is one of my favorite fruit salad HAHEARTSGOTFI S H
recipes, as I think the citrusy
sauce really makes it. This salad RKCCESKATSANAC
is tastier the longer you can let it WPNMNUEZPOIKERDRDO
soak 1in its juices. I prefer 3 to 4
hours in the refrigerator before I AYAFREEGCGELLILSN
serve it. LRET T ARAGCCA BnvE |
Prep Time: 25 mins tAaNELIOAT S EADBD
Cook Time: 5 mins EMAWPET SMATL I DAK
Additiopal Time: 3 hrs. M 1 EA AT NGCGMATLEO
Total Time: 3 hrs 30 mins
Servings: 10 LDLBNQECSY ZOS O

. YVS§S FOSOHHEWLLOPR
Ingredients
These are the ingredients you’ll need for this top-rated fruit
salad recipe: BACCARAT HEARTS ROOK
BLITZ MAO RUMMY

- For the sauce: fresh orange and lemon juices, brown sugar, BRIDGE NERTZ SKAT
grated orange and lemon zests, and vanilla extract CANASTA OH HELL SLAP JACK
-The fruit you'll need: pineapple, strawberries, kiwis, bananas,
oranges, grapes, and blueberries g:ﬁ;:fGE ?;ﬁg:fg? ng:l::\SES
Directions: EUCHRE PINOCHLE SPIT
1. Make the sauce on the stove and let it cool. FAN TAN PIQUET WAR
2. Arrange the fruits in a container, then pour the sauce over FREE CELL POKER WATTEN
them. GO FISH PYRAMID WHIST

3. Cover and refrigerate to allow the flavors to meld.

The @ e
LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP

Get a FREE market analysis!

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!
NOW IS A GREAT TIME

TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@ThelLakelife.com




— Camp Tannadoonah —
Camp accreditation visit

ast week I had the opportunity
to spend a day visiting anoth-
r camp in Michigan for their

American Camp Association
(ACA) accreditation. The ACA organiza-
tion accredits camps across the country
—including Camp Tannadoonah — to en-
sure that everyone is following standards
and meeting expectations for quality
programming, training, staffing, and
policies at their camps. Each accredited
camp completes an annual document
review to ensure compliance, and every
5 years we have an in-person visit from a
team of accreditation visitors.

All of the accreditation visits for
camps are done by a team of volunteers
who have been trained in the standards
and have experience with accreditation
at their own camps. Each year, I visit
two to three other camps for their accred-
itation process. It’s always interesting to
visit other camps and learn how they do
things and see their programs in action!

There is a long list of standards that
everyone must meet in order to maintain
their ACA Accredited Status, and they
fall into 7 categories: Core/Foundational
Standards, Administration, Facilities,
Health and Wellness, Staff Qualifica-
tions Training and Supervision, Program
Design and Activities, and Aquatics. We

have a collection of binders full of written
explanations, documents, certificates,
checklists, and other information to
share with our ACA visitors.

Each time I visit another camp,

I come back with so many ideas and
things I want to try at Camp T. The
camp I visited last week was Sherman
Lake YMCA Outdoor Center in Augusta,
Michigan, about an hour away from us
near Gull Lake. Their current Executive
Director was the Executive Director for
Camp Eberhart a few years back, so it
was fun to reconnect with him, too.

They have a beautiful property that
is really unique. Unlike most Y camps,
they’re not affiliated with any local
YMCA. They’re an independent Y camp
that was built on the site of a former boy
scout camp. They told us they’re the only
one like this in the country. They serve
approximately the same number of over-
night campers as we do, with a capacity
of 160 per week (ours is 152). But their
day camp program is FAR larger than
ours. In a typical week at Camp T, we
have 25-40 day campers; they serve 200
day campers every week! As a result,
their staff is much larger than ours with
over 100 summer camp staff compared to
our 35 or so.

I came back to camp with ideas for

CAMP TANNADOONAH

Blracy LAKE

http:/tannadoonah.org

next summer’s staff training, some new
program ideas, a new system for orga-
nizing our accreditation and licensing
documents, and pictures of some activity
areas and storage solutions they use at
their programs that I want to try. One of
the great things about the ACA accredi-
tation process is the opportunity to learn
from other camps, and every camp I've
ever visited has been willing to share
their documents, program information,
and let us take pictures of things we
thought would be useful to take back to
our own camp.

~Mrs. Amber

Considering selling your lake home or property?

THE DENNIS BAMBER GROUP
LAKE & WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

Don’t wait!

Here are a few great reasons to put your home on the market.

* Beat the competition * Inventory is at an all time low ¢ Plenty of qualified buyers actively looking
* More people than ever are looking for a second home

Dennis Bamber and his group sold over 160 waterfront and lake
access homes in Michigan and Indiana over the past few years.

Dennis has been a lake resident for over 30 years.

RSPS

*Not intended to solicit any properties alrendy listed for sale with another real estate agent.

Cressy&FEverett1

REAL ESTATE
Above&Beyond

701 Spruce Street * Dowagiac, MI 49047

9 * * * * 019
Chairman 5 Cil

Many of the group’s listings sold quickly
and over asking price.
Take advantage of their wealth of experience.

574-532-3808

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE ERRETRT S B FOUND, Flotsam: did you lose a 2’ bright pink hibiscus over the
White composite closet doors. (Left)48wX | — ~ § —~ r weekend? The plant was rescued and put in a bucket until the plastic pot ﬂoated
79h. $50 for the pair. Call Deb at 219-765-8691. I | | by (BTW, it's pot bound). Bob and Leslie King o =
h I
1999 Searay 185 boat with 4.3 Merc 8 Lost in a recent big storm, large blue and yellow

O’Brien tubing tube. If found, please contact Sue
Davis at 574-993-6031.

Crusier in very good condition. Our lift will also be avail-
able. Contact 630-234-4290. Seven piece white wicker patio
set. All tables have glass tops.

SERVICES:

Wicker Furniture: love seat with coffee table, two — | do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
high back chairs with round tables and one ottoman. No ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

cushions are included. $400. Call Bob Waddle 269-365-7696

Source.
1 Bank

1stsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

- Source.
ot Insurdance
Free grill - contact claudia2154@gmail.com

Lost & FOUND Insurance products and annuities are not insured bg the FDIC; are not
) . ) deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve
Found in the parking area at Yacht Club, womens bracelet, silver. Call investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. isa wholly

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Vickie 476-2383.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

el Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

@® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

@ Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms ﬂlﬂlﬂi

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Serwce Employee
During Business Hours ol ACCREDITED

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

Emergency

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

f@\ , 269-687-7192 nies m
B (3) 8 S 866-751-1470 Tl Fres

&= " @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Dig in and make us proud!

Anyone can help out with projects at Birch Lake ...
or even without a project! Just go on out and dig in ....

clean something up, fix something that needs fixing,
make the community one we can all be proud to live in!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2024 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

BLYC OFFICERS Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......ccccoevuvenee 574-261-6712  Scott Troeger (E)......ccccovvrrireceninrenene 476-9898

Sue Davis (E) ..........cccccccvvrnn. Commodore krcurtismiller@gmail.com scott.troeger@btlaw.com
574-993-6031 eyesnd76@gmail.com  Bernie Garceau...........c.cocoveueueeerereneneneneas 476-9862  Phil Vitale (E)......ccceoeenenriririeeccrreeee 476-1680
Julie Dickey (E) .cuueeuennean Vice Commodore bgarceau@norcoind.com sailorphil@philvitale.com
574-220-9132 jdjuls@aol.com  Deb Hall (C)......ccoccovrurerueiiininriniens 219-765-8691 or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Deb Spratt (N)............cccccovviine Treasurer debbershall@gmail.com  Sandy Vitale (E) ........ccccoovnnrciiennnenne. 476-1680
debspratt@comcast.net  Ron Niezgodski (W).........cccccevrrneneee 574-532-6710 sv6102@gmail.com

Mike Sheffieck (W)....cceemmmmmmmnnnns Secretary birchbass1@gmail.com  Dan Waxman (E), .......c.cccerururreincninenene 317-506-1680
708-220-1506 ............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com Laura Pence (E).................... Ipence3@gmail.com DWaxman131@outlook.com
Steve Frew (E)....cceemmmemmunnnnes Fleet Captain  Sarah Petty (N)........coooeieiinnnnnne 574-274-9202  Denny Weesner (S) .......cocvvurreeueecns 219-765-8602

708-285-2999.......cnvvvvrrrrrverninenneennes stephenbfrew@gmail.com sarahkpetty@gmail.com dkwees@cs.com
Claudia Phipps (N)......cccoceureeemneernecineeens 476-7073  Sue Williams (S)......ccccvereermreeerriernenas 574*298-2839
BLYC DIRECTORS claudia2154@gmail.com suewilliams226@gmail.com
Dave Carroll (W) ......coovreeeincnineene 574-850-0465  Vickie ROGErS (C).....ccceverererirerereriecenenenes 476-2383

carrolldavid39@gmail.com tvrogers@frontier.com COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Barb Cassady (E).....c.cccovrrevenirnenne 574-229-9815  Rick Russwurm (N).......cccovrrereeccncnenee 476-2407 Paul Fallon (E)................. Chairman, Water Quality
barbcassady49@gmail.com paramountp@aol.com  476-1467....................... pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Ed Chester (E)......ccovrmrreiiinrreceee 476-1010  Ray Scholes (S) .....ccccccerrerirrereenenene 567-429-9569  Blair Garceau (E) ... Chairman, Homeowners
ed@chesterlawoffice.com rqs72@aol.com  476-9862...........c..ccuee... blairgarceau@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

PAY YOUR
DUES NOW!

Support the BLYC, support our lake, support our Community!
- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year) TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES**

FIREWORKS FUND**

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Safety Committee

Other non-party related expenses

Make checks payable to

BLYC Roof Fund B LYc

BLYC AED Fund

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
$___ - Misc. 18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

**See page 2 for status of these important contributions

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable = 7% | ;
Awnings T —=

LTI -!!:’ i i A
for Decks = | ] ‘i |

and Patios

Roll Up Curtains for Screened Porches

Flexshade Motorized Zip System Screens ... and Retractable Screens

FOR SHADE & PRIWVACY B
& =Y Boat Covers

and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road
Three Rivers, MI 49093

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




